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In 2023, an unprecedented number of rallies and demonstrations including the burning

of the Holy Koran broke out in Scandinavia, namely Sweden and Denmark. These
demonstrations sparked lively discussions and debates. Following is an analysis of social
media posts and the timeline of the events.

Timeline

On 21 January 2023, Danish right-wing politician Rasmus Paludan burned a copy of Koran
in front of the Turkish Embassy in Stockholm, drawing widespread reactions. The Swedish
authorities had given him an official permission to do it. The event happened amid tension
between Turkey and Sweden over the latter’s NATO membership. On 22 January, protests
were held against his actions, torching the Swedish flag in front of the Swedish Consulate
in Turkey. In response, a sign reading “We do not share that book burning idiot’s view”
appeared on the window of the Swedish Consulate in Istanbul.

af

Figure 1: Picture of the sign appeared on the Swedish Consulate in Istanbul
(Source: VOBLYA/ Telegram)

On 23 January 2023, Turkish President, Recep Tayyip Erdogan said that Sweden should
not expect Turkey’s support for its NATO membership after a protest near the Turkish
Embassy in Stockholm. The same day, Edwin Wagensveld, far-right Dutch politician, and
leader of the anti-Islam group Pegida in Netherlands tore up a copy of Koran in The Hague.

LD SOCIAL MEDIA ROUNDUP
NEWS MONITORS worldnewsmonitors.com 5


https://t.me/c/1491024150/26709
https://www.reuters.com/world/europe/sweden-should-not-expect-turkeys-support-nato-membership-after-stockholm-protest-2023-01-23/
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Then, Rasmus Paludan burned another copy of the Koran again in front of a mosque in
Copenhagen, Denmark.

Figure 2: Rasmus Paludan in Copenhagen (Source: VOBLYA/ Telegram)

The action caused widespread outrage. Demonstrations in defense of the Koran were held
in Jordan and the UK.

Rasmus Paludan then posted a video in which
he responded to the insults of Swedish-Chechen
wrestler Khamzat Chivaev, who condemned the
Koran burning. This time, Paludan threatened

to burn Koran again in front of the doors of the
Russian Embassy.

Khamzat Chimaev is NOT Swedish.
He will never be Swedish. He doesn't
have a Swedish name either. He is
Chechen. He has difficulty
controlling his temper. He often gets

Figure 3: Rasmus Paludan replies to the insults of angry like a little girl. He Is very

feminine. I'm thinking | might burn

the great whore book in front of the
Russian embassy in response to

Khamzat's insult to me and a special

Khamzat Chimaev in a video, threatening to burn a
copy of Koran in front of the Russian embassy (Source:
Arthur Morgan/ X)
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Rasmus Paludan then posted a video of him burning the Koran in front of the Russian
Embassy, saying that he was doing it because of the wrestler Khamzat Chimaey, as well
as because of Chechen leader Ramzan Kadyrov (Chechnya is a republic of Russia with
predominant Muslim population).

Kadyrov_95 < |

BceBbIWHWA TEPNENWUEB W CTPOT B HAKa3aHWMW, MO3ToMY
3HaW, AaTCKWA TPYC, YTO Thl HAWABLWL TY KApy, KOTOPYH
TaK PbAHO WILELb.

lMoKa ecTk Ha CBETE TAKWE Xankue 6e3poaHbIe NMYHOCTHM,
Curarowme KopaH, ockopbnsowme YyecTea MruAnMapaa
MUTENER 3eMMK, Mbl HE OCTaHOBUMCHA Ha YHUYTOMEHWK
CaTaHUCcTOB Ha YkpauHe. MpoRgem scio EBpony, ounwan b
Hapoabl CTaporo CBeTa 0T MEpP30CTH, NPOKNATOR
BecesbllWHWM.

MocMmoTpUTeE, BOT OHM KaKue - UeHHOCTH 3anagHoro Mupa,
KOrga TPYC CHMraeT CBALWEHHYO KHWMY B OKpYHEeHWK
NOAULENRCKKMX, BOACH 38 CBOK MAanKyH AYLWOHKY.

Hu CMEeNoCTK, HW TOPAOCTH, HX HECTH, HWY yBaXKeHuA. Bce
Camble OMEP3UTENbHBIE KAYEeCTBa YENOBEeKa MOXHO
YBUAETH B OAHOM O6MMUYMK 3TOrO NPOBOKATOPA, KOTOPbLIA
AKOGbI CEr KopaH u3-3a meHs. HeT, OH NpocTo uckan
NoOBOA CAENATH 3TO CHOBE, YTo6bI CNPOBOUMPOBAThE
MYCYNbMaH.

Y MEeHA BONPOC K BAACTAM, KOTODbIE AaNnW pPaspelleHne Ha
nposegeHne NoA0BHbLIX AKLWA: NOYEMY Bbl, NPEKPACHO
NOHWMAR, YTO 3TO NPOBOKALWSA, 38 KOTOPOW nocnepyeTt
cnpasenuMBas peakuna HEePaBHOAYLWHBIX MYCYAbMaH, BCe
paBHO AonyckaeTe Takoe? B Takom cnydae, koraa
NPOBOKATOPa HECTUIHET Kapa, He 3afyabTe, YTo B 3TOM
BWHOBHBbI Bbl, 8 HE& "MCNAaMCKWMKA TEDPOPU3M”, KOTODBIM Bbl
BCAKMW Pas NbITEETECH ONPABAATLCA B NULE MPaxaaH.
3TO Aaneko He TOT cnydan, Kkorga 31o bynet ymecTHo. B
BelweHy coBaKy CTPENAOT He TEPPOPUCTLI, 8 CAHWTAapbI.

Figure 3: ébreenshot of Ramzan Kadyrov's Telegram channel post commenting
on Rasmus Paludan’s burning of Koran (Source: Kadyrov_95/ Telegram)

Ramzan Kadyrov reacted to this event by saying “...while there are such ruthless individuals
in the world who burn the Koran and insult the feelings of more than a billion inhabitants of
the Earth, we will not stop at the destruction of Satanists in Ukraine. [...] We will go through
all of Europe, cleansing the peoples of the Old World from abomination.” He also stated
that the politician would be punished, and the authorities who allowed the action would be
to blame. Kadyrov spoke metaphorically about the consequences of this act that it was not
the terrorists who were shooting at the rabid dog, but the orderlies. He called Rasmus a
“religious terrorist who needs to be cleared from the Earth”.
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Reactions

Amy Mek, the member of the RAIR organization, which proclaims its goal to defeat the
threat from Islamic supremacists, radical leftists and their allies, posted:

Amy Mek &
9 @AmyMek
If a "religious book" calling for the death of Jews, Christians, Hindus,
Atheists & Gays isn't considered "hate speech”, neither is condemning it!

#RasmusPaludan

# Last edited 1:20 AM - Jan 29, 2023 - 105.3K Views

Figure 4: One of the top tweets reacting to Rasmus Paludan’s action

(Source: Amy Mek/ X)

Among the replies that support her point of view, there are those that claim that the author
misunderstood the meaning of the scripture as well as points of view supporting the author
and calling for an action.

Malik Qadeer
@QadeeR313 - Follow

You are misquided about the book

You are unaware of the study of this book

You never read this book & selling your own perception
This book never taught us hate or order us to kill people
of other religions, it's teach us love n peace, and preach
us to convey same message

8:21 AM - Jan 29, 2023 ®

§ & @Zion
@Wuecdakeyo2? - Follow

It's time for non Muslims also to use force against this
Islamist! We can't cry and complain all the time and do
nothing to stop it .

4:18 AM - Jan 29, 2023 ®

",

Figure 5: replies to user ‘Amy Mek”’s post on X
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In early February, actions in support of the Koran and against Sweden were held in several
countries.

. . Amy Mek &
MuslimMirror.com ;‘ @AmyMek
@MuslimMirror :
Islamic Germany
Muslims reciting verses from #HolyQuran in front of Swiss Embassy in In a show of force, thousands of Sharia-Adherent Muslims tied to radical
B . u . Jihadi groups demonstrated against the Quran burning in Sweden
London. A unique way to protest against the burning of Holy Quran in group ¢ s
front of Turkish Embassy in Sweden.#RasmusPaludan Muslims waved Qurans while shouting the Islamic War Cry - Allahu

Akbar, & threatening Germany

Read: rairfoundation.com/thousands-of-r...

5:10 AM - Feb 1,2023 - 9,924 Views

Imran Khurshid
@chimrankhurshid

Desecration of #Quran in #Sweden was condemned in Dublin today.

& Pakistan Embassy Ireland and 2 others

4:30 PM - Feb 6, 2023 - 1,338 Views

Figures 6,7,8: X posts on several rallies held in response to Koran burnings

(Source: X)
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o Geeta Mohan ;s g a1 TE

Mubh, dh !
@Geeta_Mohan { uhammad hanzala

@TimedCaliphate

Tehreek-e-Labbaik Pakistan leader on #PakEconomicCrisis and Turkey- Hizbut Tahrir organized a stand to denounce the burning of Quran in
Sweden #Quran controversy ©2: Sweden
'Hold Quraan in Right Hand & Atom Bomb suitcase in Left Hand...go to

d It h | it & diluc jiic € @monzerabdullahl - Feb 5
Sweden... Tell them we have come here to protect Quran...All the olaigS oo rilie

boons/blessings of this world will come to you'
Gy oo AsSLaiallg @y geadl Silaledll sle i Lal STl a8g =il Ly albais
hmmall

1:23 PM - Feb 5, 2023 - 1,178 Views

12:09 AM - Feb 4, 2023 - 13.9K Views
Figures 9,10: X posts on reactions to Koran burnings
(Source: X)
Indonesia and Pakistan were among the countries who strongly condemned the burnings.

Thus, the first wave of Koran burnings began with the initiative of the far-right Stram Kurs
(Hard Line) party, namely its leader Rasmus Paludan. He takes an extremely hostile stance
towards Islam. During his career, he was repeatedly of Nazism and racism. In addition, he
has been performing such rallies since 2019, which also caused unrest in Sweden and
Denmark. However, the events of 2023 allegedly have a different motivation behind them.
Rasmus was accused of having links with Russia, which sought to prevent Sweden from
joining NATO. According to ‘The Insider’, the campaign with the burning of the Koran was
paid for by journalist Chang Frik, who was previously associated with a Russian state-
funded channel ‘RT’. ‘“The Insider’ also stated that far-right parties around the world may be
sponsored by the Russian regime. In addition, “TV4” revealed Paludan’s connection with the
Wagner Group of Russia, which he denied.

Social Media Discussion

Social media reactions to Rasmus Paludan’s act varied from neutral to extreme. Following
is an analysis of the reactions.

The first opinion shared by users is a neutral position that is expressed in bad feelings about
Sweden. However, this narrative doesn’t impose any specific actions or inclining towards
any of the sides of the conflict. This group is the smallest in this case.
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[deleted] commented on post reddit

| feel bad for the many swedes that didn't want this and knew it was a bad idea. They were shouted down
for being racist, Islamaphobic, etc. Now they have to watch their country and culture be destroyed. That's
sad.,

4 283 upvotes € 42 replies

Figure 11: Post on Reddit expressing sympathy towards Sweden (Source)

The second group is expressed by two positions: users undermining the concept of
democracy in Sweden, stating that no decision-making power is given to the people and
neutral reaction or opinions provided in favor of Muslim community. It’s expressed by
the statement that Koran burnings do not cause a violent reaction. These posts consist
of condemnation of the burning of a holy book as an incorrect and unprogressive way of
expressing one’s opinion. Such statements do not contain direct aggression or threats.

1,
i
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oy

[deleted] commented on post reddit

You're implying the people had any say in this Imao. The propaganda machine decided they would let in
migrants and did everything in their power to sway the politically uninformed and emationally charged.
Same things happening in America nght now and all over the west

4 30 upvotes €~ O replies

o Mikey-thechamp-Brian cormmented on post reddit

He burned it to prove that muslims would react violently apparently, so they did a great job at proving him
wrong.

4 172 upvotes € 7 replies

e

ahmetasm commented on post reddit

| just don't understand the extremists. It's like they came from dark ages. | don't know how they can be this
backwards. I'm a Muslim and the religion | know definitely says these people will go to hell. But then the
world starts to see the Islam as a backwards ideclogy and | get accused of being backwards. As a modern
person living in a modern country this shit should not happen. A lot of my friends left Islam because they
were seen as extremists the moment they mention it.

4 1upvote & 1reply
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https://www.reddit.com/r/PoliticalCompassMemes/comments/u8kdjn/far_right_rasmus_paludan_of_denmark_pissed_off/i5mdjcr/?utm_source=share&utm_medium=web3x&utm_name=web3xcss&utm_term=1&utm_content=share_button

¢ FrankFish
4 @z_is_now - Follow

You can burn all the Quran in the world but ir will be
rewritten because it is in the People's heart.

#exmuslim #fail

Figures 12, 13, 14, 15: Posts on Reddit and X expressing an
opinion on Koran burnings (Source: Reddit, X)

Next narrative is that Sweden knew what it was doing when it brought migrants, so it should
have expected the conflict of civilizations in the first place. The distinguishing feature of this
rhetoric is that it does not contain explicit hatred towards migrants, but nevertheless seeks
to prove that Western and Islamic values are incompatible.

Dolph Vander
@VanderDolph - Follow

Hard to believe Sweden invited this chaos into the heart
of their country.

9:00 AM - Apr 6, 2023 @®

[deleted] commented on post reddit

L4

Who would have thought that importing a 10% population increase in 5 years from the worlds most ultra-
religious, anti-progressive, viclent, backwards area on the map

with people that possess not a single common dencminator in societal views and social contract with the
native population,

to the most progressive, equal, LETQ friendly and secular country in the world would be a ternible fucking
idea?

Oh, and it surely can't take a toll on our "no-reguirements necessany-welfare-system” can it?

4 397 upvotes 4 10 replies

Figures 16, 17: Posts on Reddit and X expressing discontent with
Swedish immigration policy. (Source: Dolph Vander/ X, Reddit)
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The next trend in discussion is a discourse that actively uses mocking and black humor to
convey Islamophobic remarks.

. mango_alternativo commented on post reddit

Swedistan is almost complete

i TheHancock commented on post reddit

Bro, draw a stick figure with a smiley face and label it “mubammad” and assassins will come kill your whaole
family!

4 3Tupvotes € Treply

Aziz
" [@azZ295100 - Follow

We should do this on 9/11 on the exact time the plane hit
the towers. It should be an international burn Koran day!

6:54 PM - Apr 15, 2023 ®

& 5 Vinod D Raddi
@ . @vinoims - Follow

What ever Terrorists/islamists do is right.. Their Sharia law
12:44 PM - Feb 1, 2023 ®

Figures 18, 19: Posts on Reddit and X demonstrating Islamophobic
comments on the issue. (Source: Reddit, X)
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Another position that fits into the defined level of hate speech scale is anti-migrants rhetoric
which also is reflected into the Koran burnings discussion. However, this level is filled with
intolerance and explicit expressions.

. Missepelle commentad on post reddit

Mo its done. Mothing can be done. The demographic change has already happened and now its just a
guestion of time before the older generation dies out and swedes officially become a minority.

As a swede I'm planning on moving to Denmark or Finland or some other similar place. Dont wanna be
genocided by a fucking bunch of illiterate somalis.

4 12 upvotes €5 3 replies

Figure 20: User of Reddit explicitly expressing an opinion about
demographic change in Sweden (Source: Nissepelle/ Reddit)

The analysis of the discourse helped identifying couple of emerging trends. Among them —
new slang addressing the recent issues, for example “get Charlie Hebdo-ed” and “to Life of
Brian” referencing the bringing up religious topics movie.

Discussing Paludan’s motivation, users were more inclined to the following versions: he
does it for the sake of attention, he wants to provoke the Islamic community, he does it so
that NATO does not accept Sweden.

The mood changed after Kalla Fakta (Cold Facts)’s publication of his ties to Russia,
however, according to users, they were not surprised.

% sisrace commented on post reddit

Jag &r inte férvanad, jag antog inte att han var képt av ryssen, men jag antog att han ville skapa kaos. Nar
man ser det har sa &r jag inte forvanad, det &r ratt logiskt, men det var inget jag trodde fran férsta borjan.

4 2upvotes 4~ 0 replies

Figure 21: Comment at Reddit discussion saying: “I'm not surprised, | didn’t assume he was
bought by the Russians, but | assumed he wanted to create chaos. When you see this, I'm not
surprised, it's quite logical, but it wasn’t something | thought from the beginning.”

It is worth noting, taking into account possible Russian impact, on May 25, the Koran was
burned in front of the mosque in Russia. It was done by a person, who for many years
supported Russian government and the course of pro-state propaganda, as indicated on his
pages in social networks. He was convicted and sent to Chechnya. The defendant himself
claims that he did it on the order of Ukraine.
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Thus, the burning of the Koran by Rasmus Paludan caused a wave of condemnation in
society within Sweden, throughout Scandinavia, as well as in a number of Muslim countries.
At the same time, his actions also found words of support among social network users

who expressed themselves both for and against the burning of the Koran. Moreover,

their position depended not only on their personal attitude towards Islam. However, the
discussion took on a completely different level when the Koran burnings continued in June
and were committed by a different person. Late June, Salwan Momika, an immigrant from
Iraq, set fire to a Quran in the center of Stockholm.

If Rasmus Paludan pursued political goals and his actions were explained by the views

and ideology of the party, then the motivation of Salwan Momika is explained by different
reasons. Momika sought to protest against the covenants and rules of Islam, which he finds
incorrect.

Another significant difference in their actions is the language of their conduct, and hence the
audience to which the action is directed. Initially, Paludan produced Islamophobic videos

in Swedish, he also used English when the events began to gain international resonance.
Momika has a TikTok account, and on August 15, he created a channel in the Telegram app.
Both resources are maintained by him mainly in Arabic. The description of his Telegram
channel says: “Fighting Islam, spreading awareness, freedom, science, peace, and

Salwan momika
! 2,637 subscribers

@ t.messalwanmomikal

pilully alally dsymlly ogll pidg elwll &) loe
Byl sl Sy 8,08l JUs G (5 gill Sallg
plall dols sl slug dasjall (Lall 4008 blauwlg
dgyzlly @lldlg

Figure 22: Screenshot of Salwan Momika’s Telegram channel description

In this Telegram channel, he expresses disapproval of the precepts of Islam and tries
to expose their irrationality. He also announces planned demonstrations and asks the
subscribers to support him financially.
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https://t.me/salwanmomika1

Salwan momika
Logias gl J515 0 lg) Layel 3l Olbgaiall jgalss @Saas o]
oo blagll dusls @l sugull ol e walby &gas5 85 i Caald Laasy
oimg Shalball 255 suwg ) peall jiuae o5 silly gasall Gle Gl
lglaslg I.u_;..u.l.m iy | lis yui dgloe Vl Lale Sgksll
e s JUS o Loy peall @ads) 5aslg dluvg (g alel iy @l UL
Lo Y el woidn iy e J5I bz gl 25 il Lol
@Sac) glhad oimg bymlbe (g uie -._-_;.Ln.-l..: Sgpdl L_,Q daliss iy lmlbe
A8 I‘:.r._'n.,ll zaamll e lgsyl Ui Bausig Baamia u_'l...n..l | E | | L
Lo sdia @S |Suing . gabl e ilacs ol l.:_'iljﬁ_'l._-_fl £lbiiuall

Pl Gle ol By

Figure 23: Salwan Momika’s post in Arabic saying: “Therefore, there is only one way left for me to
provide support, which is through my account on PayPal, so I will leave you a link to my account
for everyone who wants to provide support, because we have demonstrations in different cities
in Sweden, about 20 demonstrations, and these need your support to cover the costs of trips to

multiple cities and far away, so | ask everyone to support. Always remember that your support
makes me stronger. Thank you in advance. [Here is] My PayPal account link”

Salwan momika

Ett meddelande fran Salwan momika till de berérda: Stoppa din
press pa mig, och om du forsdker pressa mig mer kommer jag att
skicka in hundratals farfragningar om att branna Koranen. Forsik
inte spela med professionella spelare,

Salwan momika

18 1 Y1

U‘,u 5 comments >

Figure 24: Salwan Momika’s post in Swedish saying: ‘A message from Salwan
momika to those concerned: Stop your pressure on me, and if you try to pressure
me more, | will submit hundreds of requests to burn the Quran. Do not try to play with
professional players.”
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Salwan momika
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Jald L8 liagluws (sisgaudl oVl
Wil @2 o wabgall Jlie dslasl
lgablog Ll (yo el Aoyl iy suds lae @Shsles 1)l Yg waBgil )

Baege plglw

P30 “C10 &5 B4 H3: T2 F

@ 1261 %29 AM

ga% 223 comments >

Figure 25: Salwan Momika’s post saying: “Urgent.. Swedish security bargains with us a
little while ago. Protection in exchange for stopping the burning of the Koran, | will not stop
and | do not want to protect you in return for restricting my freedom, as freedom is higher
than life and what is in it. Salwan Momika.”

From the discussion that takes place in the comments, one can see that the audience is

mainly Arabic-speaking, with both pro-Islamic and opposing views:
EZTTRTA

' Anonymous
eluVgan 10:43 AM

Comments under Irag’s request of Salwan’s
extradition post express mainly support and
concern, however, comment by Abdullah
Abdulkareem translates as “Your day is
approaching”.

Reply
&V clic sy Gliasy £gany

| Allora 1423
| el il iagd gasit o SogSadl 8B 0

sl oy
) @) &) plsbas ;285 vl Jgine
QF "
Abdullah Abdulkareem

) & ool b ilagy Lyl
7 T2 @ 10:45 AM

il aym;
28l aule anilu
& B L T

2= Yazid
@9 @hall plgl g2y 1500 all i
"‘I= 10:47 AM

10:45 AM

041339
alaslly ageg plsbug gl asgSall GV aslo Gaes o sl gllas Y
Gi&jajgﬁ 10:47 AM

Figure 26: Comments by Salwan
Momika’s Telegram channel subscribers

Hnen
gnig jE35 10:48 AM

LD SOCIAL MEDIA ROUNDUP
NEWS MONITORS worldnewsmonitors.com 14


https://t.me/salwanmomika1/818
https://t.me/salwanmomika1/818

Salwan Momika has been organizing Koran burning events several times since June. WNM
team tracked how the rhetoric of users changed during this time, taking into account the
discourse during the winter and spring events organized by Rasmus Paludan. Users were
divided into those who supported Salwan’s act, those who stayed neutral and those who
openly condemned the burning of a religious book.

Support for Momika’s actions is expressed in following posts:

1,
i

ot
| %

[deleted] commented on post reddit

The guran deserves that tbh, hell it shouldn't even be kept in 2 museum in the near future, that book is
pure evil and should be eradicated.

4 Zupvotes €5 0 replies

@ TheDrOfWar commernied on post I"Eddif

You know that people don't owe you a certain level of seriousness, right?

| hate the quran because it preaches ignorance, and hate towards me and people | care about. If | was in a
country that protects speech | would express this hatred towards this book by buming a copy of it, | don't
owe you being serious enough to consider all the millions of people that will be offended, | don't care.

Also there's something really important about burning the guran and making fun of Islamic ideas.. if we
lived in a world where somehow nobody ever dared burn a copy of quran or make fun of the prophet or
allah, Muslims will have reason to believe there’s anything special about their religion, and there is Not.
There is Nothing special about Quran. And only by making fun of it do enough people get curious enough
to question it.

4 Zupvotes % 3 replies

Figures 27, 28: Comments on Reddit expressing approval of Momika’s actions
(Source: Reddit)
Neutral ideas:

.. 'E
‘ Karkouq commented on post reddit

It's free speech, and he's buming a book of ideclogy, not disciminating against muslims. it's ok to criticize,
mock, or disrespect ideas like Islam, but it would be illogical to disrespect muslims. So he's only attacking
Islam nat muslims

4 7upvotes 4 2 replies

Figure 29: Reddit user’s post expressing opinion about free speech aspect of
the demonstration (Source: Karkoug/ Reddit)
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https://www.reddit.com/r/ExJordan/comments/14n1ynl/i_hate_giving_such_silly_individuals_attention/?utm_source=share&utm_medium=web3x&utm_name=web3xcss&utm_term=1&utm_content=share_button
https://www.reddit.com/r/ExJordan/comments/14n1ynl/i_hate_giving_such_silly_individuals_attention/jq4vzkl/?utm_source=share&utm_medium=web3x&utm_name=web3xcss&utm_term=1&utm_content=share_button

Burning of Quran is a hate speech:

@ idkwhyimadethis29701 commented on post reddit

-

i agree, this is hate speech not free speech and | dont see it accomplishing anything productive, its just
radicalizing and polarizing muslims its so fucking stupid and hurts us more than it hurts muslims

creating reactionary sentiment and manufacturing outrage is not activism nor is it free speech

4 3upvotes 4 O replies
Figure 30: Post on Reddit expressing an opposite opinion on free speech

(Source: idkwhyimadethis29701/ Reddit)

Swedish resource Flashback, which is presented as a largest forum for freedom of speech,
opinions and independent thinking also offers a heated discussion on the issue. However,
the main subjects discussed are tax payments to police for protection of such activities,
condemnation of immigration policy including some Islamophobic comments and concerns

about terrorist attacks.

Amne: Salwan Momika har ansékt om 20 nya koranbrinningar Sténg x

W 2023-08-22, 18:46
Kedox Koranbrénningen har spelat ut sin roll. Det bevisade att muslimer blir helt javla skogstokiga och farliga om man gér nat dumt med deras bok.

Medlem »
Sen kommer denna javla nisse och ska spinna vidare pd nigot som &r fardigspunnet och hojer hotbilden mot Sverige till max. Sparka ut fanskapet och be

honom ténda pé en koran i mellandstern.

Reg: May 2009
Inlagg: 4 876

< A Rapportera ® Citera+ @ Citera

Figure 31: A comment on Flashback saying: “The Koran burning has served its purpose. It proved
that Muslims go completely crazy and dangerous if you do something stupid with their book. Then
this guy comes along and wants to continue with something that’s already been done, raising the
threat level against Sweden to the maximum. Kick this bastard out and tell him to burn a Koran in
the Middle East.”

(Source: Kedox/ Flashback)

Amne: Salwan Momika har ansékt om 20 nya koranbrinningar Sténg x
W 2023-08-22, 16:07

Saftxbulle Allis3 f&r man inte brinna bdcker s3 &r ju Sverige inte lingre ett sekulariserat land. 53 har ju folk med Iag ig som tillber rosa enhérningar och annat skit vunnit.
Medlem »

Reg: May 2023 Jag farstar inte varfor I3g ig manniskor ges s mycket utrymme till makt att sprida sin skitkultur istillet for att utveckla vetenskap eller ge plats till att andra gor
Inlagg: 299 det.

< A Rapportera & Citera+ ® Citera

Figure 32: A comment on Flashback saying: “So, if you can’t burn books, Sweden is no longer a
secularized country. It’s like people with low 1Qs who worship pink unicorns and other crap have won.
| don’t understand why people with low 1Qs are given so much room to spread their crappy culture
instead of developing science or giving space for others to do so.”

(Source: Saftxbulle/ Flashback)
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https://www.reddit.com/r/ExJordan/comments/14n1ynl/i_hate_giving_such_silly_individuals_attention/jq4vzkl/?utm_source=share&utm_medium=web3x&utm_name=web3xcss&utm_term=1&utm_content=share_button

Amne: Salwan Momika har ansékt om 20 nya koranbrinningar Sténg =

B 2023-08-23, 10:03

9g1337 Citat:
Medlem =
Rag: Aug 2018 # Ursprungligen postat av madnesstookthem

Inldgg: 1 101 Redan innan han satte iging visste de flesta med fler 3n tvé samarbetande hjgrnceller att den globala reaktionen skulle bli s3 har.
Behdvs ingen som férstker Sverbevisa ndgot gdng pd gdng. Boken 3r mer 3n en religion.

Detta patetiska kaos leder INGENVART farutom terrorattentat mot Sverige och uteblivet MATO medlemskap. Det & primart vad det
handlar om och ingenting annat. Let’s call a spade a spade.

Yitrandefriheten ar ingen sjalvidarhet. Med frihet kommer ansvar.

Det lader visst ndgonstans. Det visar pd vilka djur och barbarer vi har i landet. Tyvarr verkar svenskar hata frihet ach mer Sn halften Sr fér st
forbud mot dessa handlingar.

=l A Rapportera & Citera+  Citera

Figure 33: Flashback user replies to: “Even before he started, most people with more than two
cooperating brain cells knew that the global reaction would be like this. There’s no need for anyone to
try to convince repeatedly. The book is more than a religion. This pathetic chaos leads NOWHERE
except terrorist attacks against Sweden and the absence of NATO membership. That's primarily
what it's about, and nothing else. Let’s call a spade a spade.Freedom of speech is not a given. With
freedom comes responsibility.” with “It seems to lead somewhere. It highlights the kind of animals and
barbarians we have in the country. Unfortunately, it seems that Swedes hate freedom, and more than
half are in favor of a ban on these actions.”

(Source: 991337/ Flashback)

Amne: ran n ranbr: ngar Sténg x
B 2023-08-23, 13:02

Krimkoll Myckst bra att han ska brénna den 20 ganger till. Hoppas fler inspireras och bdrjar branna ocksa. Rasmus Paludan kanske 3tervander ocksd under nasta var nar
Medlem o det &r valdr. Islam &r skit och ska ut frin Sverige. Koranen borde férbjudas. Det som stér i koranen &r hets mot folkgrupp. Islam &r ingen religion utan en

4 % samhallsomfattande och livsomfattande ism och ideoclogi minst lika mycket och det ska och maste man f& protestera emot och visa all sin avsky for.

Det gar inte att forbjuda, for da vill jag brinna bilder pa Muhammed och Allah istallet, jag vill kasta koranen i en papperskorg, jag vill stampa pa den, jag vill
ligga den pa en grill. Det &r oméjligt att hindra i en pistidd demokrati att visa ogillande och avsky mot islam, koranen, Muhammed med mera. Det finns

?:.9:': fg;‘: oéndliga rr_1bjligh_eter_ th _fér att stoppa detta mé_ste man inféra en mycket ;trang’ dik‘t_aFur vilket don_‘-_som vurmar for massinvandri_ng, folkutbyte och islam
uppenbarligen vill. Ni far inféra sharialagar om ni ska kunna stoppa dennaz lista pa méjligheter att kritisera, hana och visa avsky for islam, koranen och
Muhammed. Men det &r ju det ni vill s3 varfér inte géra det pa en géng och visa era sanna ansikten som landsforradare? Sjslvklart ska man kunna kritisera och
hana ideclogin islam, att mots&tta sig det &r samma sak som att man skulle forbjuda samma vansterpatrask att kritisera Sverigedemokraterna och
invandringskritik. Det &r precis samma sak.

- Trad om drets sijurvapenald

Skjutvapenvaldet 2023: (FB) Skiutvapemdld 2023 - Diskussioner och statistik

- Viinsterpacket, media, dvriga landsfSrradare fortdr v land & folk med massimvandring. folkutbyte, gingkriminalitet, islamisering och nu sharialagar dr man inte ska £ kritisera Muhammaed eller den extrema politiska ideclogin
zlam! Rista swemskt! SD20261
war en valdtal B var en rivare, Muhammed var en mardare, Islam ar skit, UT med Isdam frin Sverige!
redigerod ov Krimskol! 2023-08-23 kL 1305
- A Rapportera & Citera+ ® Citera

Figure 34: Flashback user expresses support to Koran burnings: “It's great that he’s going to burn it
20 more times. | hope more people are inspired and start burning it too. Maybe Rasmus Paludan
will return next spring when it's an election year. Islam is crap and should be removed from Sweden.
The Koran should be banned. What is in the Koran incites hatred against ethnic groups. Islam is not
a religion but a comprehensive and all-encompassing ism and ideology, at least as much, and one
must be allowed to protest against it and show all their disgust for it.
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http:// gg1337/ Flashback

It cannot be banned because then | want to burn pictures of Muhammad and Allah instead.

I want to throw the Koran in a trash can, | want to stomp on it, | want to put it on a grill. It is
Impossible to prevent in a supposed democracy showing disapproval and disgust for Islam,
the Koran, Muhammad, and more. There are endless possibilities, and to stop this, one must
establish a very strict dictatorship, which those who advocate for mass immigration, population
replacement, and Islam apparently want. You can introduce Sharia laws if you want to stop this
list of possibilities to criticize, mock, and show disgust for Islam, the Koran, and Muhammad.
But that’s what you want, so why not do it right away and show your true faces as traitors to the
country? Of course, you should be able to criticize and mock the ideology of Islam; opposing
that is the same as if you were to forbid the same left-wing scum from criticizing the Sweden
Democrats and immigration critics. It's exactly the same thing.”

(Source: Krimkoll/ Flashback)

As for international reaction, Salwan’s actions caused an even greater wave of negative
reactions from the Muslim communities and leaders of countries around the world.

Christian {2 X
@AssarChristian - Follow
Muslimska kvinnor férscker dvertala polisen att stoppa
koranbranningar med hénvisning till terrorhot...

"Vi maste félja lagen och det &r vi jobbar efter” férklarade
polisen f&r en muslimsk kvinna ikladd heltdckande sl&ja

med maskering dver ansiktet.

Kvinnan svarade: "Det... Show more

ANBRANMNINGAR

10:35 AM - Aug 28, 2023 ®

Figure 35: Muslim women ask Police to stop Koran burnings claimimg that the
freedom of speech threatens the security of Muslims

(Source: Christian /X)

RLD SOCIAL MEDIA ROUNDUP

NEWS MONITORS worldnewsmonitors.com 18


https://www.flashback.org/sp85501978
https://x.com/AssarChristian/status/1696169615217319958?s=20

UkraineWarVideoReport (® Join

Posted by kingkongsingsong1 - 25 days ago

@ reddit

“We will finish in Ukraine and then go further.” An increasingly chubby Ramzan Kadyrov
promises to target countries that insult the Quran.

4 1akupvotes I Comment & Copy link

Abbas Djuma

|| E= 37TOT YenoBek OfepXKUMEIR Becom. MHe ero NcKpeHHe Xanb. Ho
Be/lb OJEPXMMO W BCE 8r0 FOCYA3pCTED, MO CYTW OB LABMELLSE

| BOHY Micnamy 1 mycynbmaHam. Boiiny, B koTopoid LWeeuwa
HemMpemMeHHo NpourpasT.

218 @123 @15 @11 Hwo P

m 49 comments >

Figure 36: Chechen leader Ramzan Kadyrov calling
to “go” to the countries that insult Koran after Russian
success in Ukraine (Source: UkraineWarVideoReport/
Reddit )

Figure 37: Russian pro-state journalist Abbas Djuma
commenting on Salwan Momika’s actions: “This man
is possessed by a demon. | truly feel sorry for him. But
his entire country is also possessed, having essentially
declared war on Islam and Muslims. A war that Sweden
will certainly lose”

(Source: Abbas Djuma/ Telegram)
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https://t.me/Abbasdjuma/14625
https://www.reddit.com/r/UkraineWarVideoReport/comments/15ts2pi/we_will_finish_in_ukraine_and_then_go_further_an/?utm_source=share&utm_medium=web2x&context=3
https://www.reddit.com/r/UkraineWarVideoReport/comments/15ts2pi/we_will_finish_in_ukraine_and_then_go_further_an/?utm_source=share&utm_medium=web2x&context=3

Storming of the Swedish Embassy in Iraq: VOBLYA

Figure 38: Telegram post saying “Outraged Muslims
storm the Swedish embassy in Iraq. This happened
against the background of the burning of the Koran SRS - AR ;
the day before in Stockholm by an immigrant from e e e
Iraq. The process was accompanied by the full P
Su,OpOI’t Of the Country,s authoriﬁesu 3T0 NPOM20LLNO Ha GOHE COXCKEeHWA KOpaHa HakaHyHe B

CTOKrofbMe UMMWTPaHTOM W3 Mpaka. Mpouecc conpoBoxganca

(Source.' \/OBLYA/TQ/QQ[’am) NPy MOAHOM NOAASPIKKE BNACTRMA CTPaHL

KpoMe 3TOro, CeroAHA WBeACKNIA AenyTaT NpeinoXiin BelABMHY TS
vpakua, oxerwero KopaH, Ha HoBeneeckyko Nnpemunio mMupa

VOBLYA | |

R *x
Sy

e =
ID: avpmulél

Figure 39: Telegram post saying:

‘In Sweden they burn the Koran, in
Pakistan, in response, they paint “toilets”
in the color of the Swedish flag”
(Source:VOBLYA/ Telegram)

M E LWeeumn xryT KopaH, B MakWcTaHe e B OTBET KPaCAT
"YHWTazbl" B UBET WeeAckoro gnara
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Figure 40: Billboards depicting Russian president Viadimir Putin as a “guardian and protector
of religion” in Lebanon (Source: NEXTA Live/ Telegrarm)

Thus, the burning of the Koran this year became another milestone in anti-Islamic rhetoric.
The actions and demonstrations caused both important social and political resonance and
consequences. For example, it is known that Sweden has raised the level of terrorist threat
in the country, citing threats by such groups as Hezbollah, al Shabaab and al-Qa’ida.

Moreover, It is not surprising that Russia, which does not benefit from Sweden’s entry into
NATO, is also trying to use the situation to its advantage. However, its attempts are limited
only to propaganda efforts to win favor and support among the global Muslim community.
There is a popular version that Russia ordered the first burnings of the Koran by Rasmus
Paludan. However, direct evidence of this connection was not found. Also against this
hypothesis works the fact that Rasmus Paludan and his party adhered to anti-Islamist and
anti-immigrant views long before the issue of confrontation with Turkey over Sweden’s
membership in NATO became relevant. So Rasmus might have his own motivation to
perform such acts.

As follows from open discussions, the Islamophobic actions of both Rasmus Paludan and
Salwan Momika naturally were met with both support and disapproval from the general
public. However, one can also observe how the motivation and opinions of users have
changed, as well as their expression of hatred towards the problem under discussion. It was
after Salwan’s demonstrations that the problem assumed such a huge international scale,
causing such a violent reaction. This may have been influenced by the background of the
demonstrator (an Iraqi refugee who may be involved in the activity of Iranian militia) or the
fact that he is actively requesting financial support for his actions. It is also widely believed
that Momika may be doing this to gain Swedish protection or even citizenship and not to
oppose and expose the harm of Islam as he’s been stating.
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https://www.reuters.com/world/europe/sweden-raise-terrorist-threat-assessment-daily-dn-2023-08-17/
https://observers.france24.com/en/middle-east/20230710-sweden-iraq-brun-koran-militia-leader-refugee
https://www.reddit.com/r/2westerneurope4u/comments/14nzrkf/what_do_my_beloved_brethren_think_about_this/jqa938n/?utm_source=share&utm_medium=web3x&utm_name=web3xcss&utm_term=1&utm_content=share_button
https://t.me/nexta_live/56594

World News Monitors is an intelligence outlet that navigates the open-source environment
providing actionable intelligence solutions.
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